To: ERC, IEC, EEC, IO

Report on the Meeting of the Advisory Council on Youth, the Joint Council on Youth and INGO Conference in the Council of Europe

30.09.08 – 03.10.08

Both conferences took place in Strasbourg, France; at the European Youth Centre and at the Council of Europe (CoE) respectively. The conferences happened to be running simultaneously, thus I was present mainly at the Advisory Council (AC) meetings although in close contact with the people at the INGO Conference and sometimes participating there.

Tuesday 30th September

I arrived in Strasbourg in the evening in time for attending the reception celebrating the ten year anniversary of the Youth Centre. This was a really good opportunity to meet people of the AC, and especially representatives of other European youth organizations. Ms. Michelle Bergdoll was very kind to introduce me to several people starting with the President of the Joint Council and Advisory Council, Mr. Georg Boldt. After the reception I was invited to join the Secretary General, and the Vice-President of the European Youth Forum (YFJ)
, and the representative of Coordinating Committee of International Voluntary Service (CCIVS)
, for dinner. This was a great opportunity since CISV is applying to join the YFJ as well as because they are all going to be present at the conference in Kiev
 which I am attending next week 
Wednesday 1st October
Wednesday was the first time I attended the AC and Joint Council on Youth so I was mainly trying to get settled, and catch up on the items in the agenda. Firstly there was a presentation on the international youth policy review of Armenia, which demonstrated that there has been significant progress there in the last two years, greatly due to the working group’s efforts, and that they will continue to strive for better policies and opportunities for youth. Being that this year is the tenth anniversary of the youth partnership between the CoE and the European Commission a report was given about their main successes. These included the White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue; the promotion of human rights learning, citizenship and intercultural learning; the training of trainers; youth policy, youth research and youth work involving thematic and regional seminars and networking. 
After the session there was a ceremony for the inauguration of the newly renovated Youth Centre where many officials were present and the Mr. Terry Davis
, Mrs. Nyamko Sabuni
 and Mr. Luis Marie de Puig
 held speeches. 

In the evening, I was back in the CoE building for an INGO Conference reception where we thanked the Chairs and vice-chairs of the committees who are stepping down after the termination of their mandate. This was an excellent opportunity to mingle with the other representatives, and I also met some new young people who are planning on coming to the sessions in future.
Thursday 2nd October
On Thursday morning the AC and the CDEJ held separate meetings. In this meeting the AC were mainly discussing their stance on issues which were going to be discussed in the Joint Council in the afternoon. After lunch, at the Joint Council the events taking place in Kiev
 were summarized, the projects financed by the EYF were discussed and the work priorities between 2010 and 2012. A three year programme has been drawn up, based on three priority areas:

-Human Rights and Democracy: youth promoting the CoE’s core values;

-Living together in diverse societies: youth against racism and discrimination;

-Social inclusion of young people: the role of youth policy and youth work.

In the evening the Secretariat had organized a party for the members of the Joint Council which turned out to be extremely successful. It gave everyone an opportunity to get to know one another (especially people from different councils) in a non-working environment. It was especially fortunate for me that all these events took place at my first AC meeting because I immediately became familiar and included in the group.
Friday 3rd October


On Friday morning there was the closing session of the Joint Council where a sum up of the meetings was given, and concluding remarks were held. Moreover the Spanish representative presented a proposal from the Spanish authorities to hold the next conference in Mollina, Spain as part of their chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers, and the proposal was accepted. The provisional date for the next meeting is from the 18th to 20th March 2009. 
In the afternoon the AC met alone and held an evaluation meeting regarding this session. We were split up into groups discussing the expectations, what could be improved, how to improve efficiency and clarity in meetings, what had been achieved and what went wrong during the meetings. The AC meetings during this conference had been highly ineffectual and unorganized so a lot time was spent discussing how this problem could be solved. I contributed by giving examples of how some meetings within CISV are held, and they asked many questions. I felt I was providing a valuable contribution and giving CISV a positive image.  

This session in Strasbourg felt very positive especially for building new contacts with other NGO’s and learning more about the Youth activities going on in Europe.
Anna Widegren
Representative at the Council of Europe
� Mr. Diogo and Ms. Gaja Bartuseviciute respectively.


� Ms. Homa Heydarian Pashakhanlon who is also a member of the Consultative Body on Membership Applications (CBMA) of the YFJ


� 8th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Youth, 10-11 October 2008


� The Right Honourable Terry DAVIS, Secretary General of the CoE


� Minister of Integration and Gender Equality, Sweden (now holding chairmanship at CoE)


� President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE)


� At the 8th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Youth, 10-11 October 2008


� These are set out in the (draft) Declaration which will be adopted in Kiev





