To: ERC, IEC, EEC, IO

Report on the INGO Conference in the Council of Europe

29.01.07 –  01.02.07

The Conference of INGO’s took place in Strasbourg. Bastian Küntzel, the current CISV representative was present and accompanied by Anna Widegren and Francesca Verna. During this conference one of the latter two would be chosen to take over the post as CISV representative at the Council of Europe.

Monday 29th January

During the morning of our first day, after a brief tour of the building Mr. Cyril Richie (President of Civil Society and Democracy Europe grouping) invited us to attend a meeting concerning the Action Plan for Belarus. A delegation of six members was present, with different areas of expertise, including one for youth organizations. This meeting was very interesting and rewarding since it gave great insight into the situation of Belarus, for example that all NGO’s have currently been liquidised. It also gave us the opportunity to familiarize with the members of the delegation as well as establish some relation with them for the duration of the conference. Since CISV has a contact in Belarus it could be useful to put them contact with each other to facilitate progress.

In the afternoon we attended the meeting of the Liaison Committee. Bastian is the Delegate of the Liaison Committee to the Advisory Council on Youth. At this meeting the agenda for the following day was established as well as various matters of concern raised. In this meeting it was also stated that Intercultural Dialogue should be a main priority for all NGO’s and Bastian’s fundamental contribution to the ongoing forum was stressed as well as the write-up of the White Paper. This will be very positive for CISV since the topic comes into contact with our core aims and in addition, having Bastian being a central figure it makes our organization stand out, become better known and give a positive attribution.

Tuesday 30th January

The Plenary Conference began at 9:30. During the morning the focal point for CISV was when Bastian presented the Activity Report on the Forum on Intercultural Dialogue. He was around 30 minutes for his input, which illustrated how much priority was given to the Forum on Intercultural Dialogue. It captured a large amount of attention and gained much interest. Moreover, as a result many different NGO’s approached Bastian throughout the rest of the conference, and once again CISV was under the spotlight. 

In the afternoon firstly the Chairman of the Ministers’ Deputies, Ambassador Guido Bellati Ceccoli, Permanent Representative of San Marino to the Council of Europe spoke to the conference. He stated that one of his main priorities was the Religious dimension of Intercultural Dialogue. A seminar will be held on this in San Marino in April and the support from NGO’s is much needed. Furthermore, he stressed that the follow up on the White Paper is crucial. Bastian asked what dimensions and focus would be held during the seminar, again drawing attention to our organisation, and the ambassador replied that the seminar is just a follow-up process to an ongoing project, which was very pleasing. 

Later on, at 17:00, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Terry Davis, came to speak with the conference. We were positively surprised and delighted that the last thing the President of the INGO Conference, Anne Oeschger did was give him the write up on the Forum on Intercultural Dialogue written by Bastian. This meant that the report was the last thing mentioned and thus the most current in the SGs memory. We were also thrilled that he also stated Intercultural Dialogue as his first priority.

At the conference the new web-based database for the INGO conference was demonstrated. This will be very beneficial because it will be easier to attain information about other organizations and which ones are similar to our own. Moreover, CISV has already been inserted as one of the first ones which will also bring more attention to it.

Wednesday 31st January

In the morning we went to the European Youth Centre. Here we met with the Youth Campaign promoters. The All Different, All Equal campaign could quite easily be integrated into JB and Mosaic programmes since it allows flexibility. There is also an opportunity (even though very limited) for receiving a monetary award through this campaign which would both publicize CISV as well as make a small contribution to camps.

In the afternoon we attended thematic groupings and lobbied with other members of the conference. Unfortunately none of the groupings which CISV is a member of were in session this day. Nevertheless, by participating in the meetings and asking questions and providing new perspectives we still brought notice towards our organization.

I spoke at great length with Mrs Karine Henrotte-Forsberg, President of the Gender Equality grouping. In addition to many other issues we discussed, when I mentioned some of the activities often done in CISV she mentioned that she would like to propose to open a Museum of Children’s Art. This could greatly promote CISV if projects from camps are displayed there if this project will be proposed and implemented. 

In the evening there was a dinner for all members of the Conference which gave us a great opportunity to socialize and get to know other members, as well as make ourselves known.

This conference was very rewarding for us as members as well as for CISV. We hope that with the increasing importance of Intercultural Dialogue CISV will be able to share its expertise and increase in importance. 

Anna Widegren

Representative to the Council of Europe
