To: IEC, EDR, ERC, CISV-GERMANY, IO

Report on ‘Sifting Conference on Intercultural Children Exchanges and Encounters’

From the 17th – 19th of November 2005, I participated in the mentioned conference together with another member of CISV Germany: Simonetta Paltrinieri. I was a member of the steering group for this conference and a paid speaker and working group facilitator. The first preparatory meeting for this conference took place in early February 2005. 

The aim of the conference was to gain an overview on the different programmes that organisations already implement in Germany in the field of intercultural children exchanges and discuss plans on how the support structures in Germany can be influenced to enable more and better programmes like these. 

In addition to my presentation of CISV, we heard about exchanges of kindergartens across boarders with Germany and the Czech Republic, an organisation that organises:

· long-term (6 month) exchanges for children between 8-11, 

· Programmes with migrant-children in German cities, 

· a camp for 270 children (aged 12-14) from 20 different nations, programmes for schools. 

The common outcome was that intercultural encounters of children are not only possible and successful but that they are also necessary. 

The outcome of the conference can be summarized in three bullet-points: 

· In the first half of 2006 we will organize an expert-conference with specialists in developmental psychology, intercultural communication, practitioners in intercultural children exchanges and encounters. This conference will aim to sharpen concepts, clarify terms and discuss methodologies

· In the second half of 2006 a preparatory meeting for a large-scale impact study will take place with researchers and practitioners participating. On the 16th of December I will go to Cologne to present and defend the application in front of a consortium called the ‚Researcher-Practitioner Dialogue’, who can fund preparatory meeting or conferences like that and who have good access to foundations who could fund large-scale studies. The study should look at the sensefulness of intercultural encounters with children, methodological recommendations, aspects of developmental psychology that has to be taken into consideration (quality assurance) and the impact that experiences like these can have on the further development of children participating in them

· A process of political lobbying will be initiated with the long-term aim to lower the age ranges of funding-lines of public funding sources for intercultural exchanges. Another aim is to bring the topic of intercultural children-exchanges on the political agenda and enhance discussions on it. I am invited to participate in the ‚polit-talk’, a round table that will take place in Berlin in January or February 2006 where this topic will be raised for the first time. Members of Parliament, representatives of ministries and practitioners will participate in it. 

Conclusion for CISV: If the planned processes of this conference will work out as planned this has great long-term perspectives for CISV, at least in Germany. Funding for Villages can become a lot easier if the public administrations see the benefit of intercultural exchanges with children. 

This means that the hosting number of Villages can be raised. In an even longer perspective this can also be brought into the European Union and if implemented on that level can result in a rising of hosting numbers in the whole of Europe. 

In a short-term perspective this conference was already a success for us as CISV is becoming to be more known in the field and gets a reputation as THE expert organisation for intercultural children camps, due to our 50 years history and the theoretical fundaments by Fantini. 

The aspect that I will present the application to the consortium and participate in the polit-talk will bring CISV more exposure and raise our profile also in that sector. Having this reputation is crucial for easier access to funding and other non-monetary resources. 

In addition we have made new contacts with very interesting organisations in Germany, with whom future Mosaic or IPP projects could be envisaged. 

If you have further questions, feel free to contact me. I’ll be happy to answer them! 

Yours

Bastian Küntzel

