CISV Participation in UNESCO Youth Forum

UNESCO hosted the 4th Youth Forum from September 30th to October 2nd, 2005 with a theme of ‘Young people and the Dialogue among Cultures and Civilizations - ideas for action in education, the sciences, culture and communication’. 

Savita Custead, NGO Relations Team Leader for ERC, attended the conference on behalf of CISV International. Camilla Blomquist, ERC member, was also present as a representative for the Danish Youth Council. This was the second time that CISV was invited to send a representative, in 2003 Bastian Küntzel attended the forum and participated in the drafting committee. 

The sessions were also held in conjunction with the 33rd session of the UNESCO General Conference for 235 participants: 190 delegates from 129 Member States and 45 observers from international youth organisations, intergovernmental organisations and UN agencies and programmes. 

Conference delegates were split into three thematic working groups:

 

· ‘All different, all unique: celebrating cultural diversity through dialogue’ 

· ‘Safeguarding the future: practising dialogue for sustainable development’ 
· ‘Learning to live together: promoting dialogue for peace and reconciliation’ 

CISV International participated in the third thematic grouping, and a final report was made to the plenary session on the afternoon of October 2nd Due to the nature of the debate CISV had the opportunity to profile itself and the expertise we have in experiential peace education. 

Both Savita and Camilla had the chance to meet and work closely with youth representatives from a number of international NGO’s, and hopefully these conversations can be followed up by interested juniors and Mosaic staff in different areas! 

Savita and Camilla also had the opportunity to meet with the UNESCO staff members who were key in working with the international office in processing our application for re-affiliation. 

They also had the chance to meet with the coordinator of the Decade for the Culture of Peace, and hopefully there can be very strong cooperation with the initiatives throughout the rest of the decade. 

They also had the chance to speak with Maria Henriques Mueller, the head of the Youth Section hosting the conference. It was a wonderful opportunity to update the Youth Section on CISV’s plans and discuss our new status of relations. 
Participation in the UNESCO Youth Forum is a valuable opportunity for CISV to meet other NGO representatives, UNESCO staff, and to provide a presence as we work to maintain our operational status. We will hope to be able to send CISV representatives to many more upcoming events! Contact ngo.relations@cisv.org to find out more.

