SPAIN
Spain is a member state of the European Union located in southwestern Europe, on the Iberian Peninsula. It’s bordered to the south and east by the Mediterranean Sea, to the north by France and the Bay of Biscay, and to the northwest and west by the Atlantic Ocean and Portugal. Spanish territory also includes the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean; the Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean; and two autonomous cities in North Africa, Ceuta and Melilla, that border Morocco.

With an area of 504.030 km², Spain is the second largest country in western Europe, after France.

Spain is a country of large geographical and cultural diversity. It has been one of the most important tourist destinations of the last decades becoming the third most popular travel destination in Europe.
Because of its location, the territory of Spain was subject to many external influences, often simultaneously, since prehistoric times. Conversely, the country itself has been an important source of influence to other regions, chiefly during the Modern Era, when it became a global empire that has left a legacy of over 400 million Spanish speakers today, making it the world’s second most spoken language by native speakers.
The population of Spain reached 46 million people.
The capital city is Madrid, in central Spain, with a population of 5.250.000 people.

Other importante cities are:

Barcelona (4.300.000)

Valencia (1.500.000)

Sevilla (1.200.000)

The main religion in Spain is Roman Catholicism, though it no longer has official status.

The climate is continental in the inland areas (Madrid), oceanic in Galicia and mediterranean along the southern and eastern coasts (Barcelona).
Spanish is spoken all over the country, and is the only language with official status nationwide. But there are several regional languages that have been declared co-official in the comunities where they are spoken:

Basque in the Basque country and Navarra

Catalan in Catalonia

Galician in Galicia.
Time difference: GMT+1

Daylight saving time: +1 hr, begins last Sunday in March; ends last Sunday in October.

Telephone code: +34
Food

Spanish cuisine consists of a great variety of dishes which stem from differences in geography, culture and climate. It is heavily influenced by seafood and reflects the country's deep Mediterranean roots. Spain's extensive history with many cultural influences has led to a unique cuisine:
-Gazpacho: cold tomatoe soup.

-Paella: Rice.

-Spanish ham.
-Spanish omelet

-Stews: made with meat and chickpeas

-Salads

Meal habits: Breakfast 08:00-09:00; Lunch 14:00; Dinner 21:00-22:00

Eating times are later than usual in the rest of Europe.

Official holidays: Sundays. Public holidays in Spain include a mix of religious, national and regional observances. There are a maximum of 14 public holidays per year.
August is the usual month for holidays.

Basic greetings and expressions:

Hello  -  Hola

Good Bye  -  Adios

Yes, please  -  Si, por favor

No, thank you  -  No, gracias

Thank you very much  -  Muchas gracias

Excuse me  -  Perdoneme

Sorry  -  Perdón

Family  -  Familia

Brother/Sister  -  Hermano/hermana

Ok  -  Vale
Currency:
The national currency is Euro. The prices are comparable to western european countries. Prices in tourist areas are higher than the averages.

One small bottle or can of Coke: 1€
One hamburger: 2 €.

One ice cream: 2 €

History:
The Iberian peninsula was characterized by a variety of independent kingdoms prior to the Muslim occupation that began in the early 8th century A.D. and lasted nearly seven centuries; the small Christian redoubts of the north began the reconquest almost immediately, culminating in the seizure of Granada in 1492; this event completed the unification of several kingdoms and is traditionally considered the forging of present-day Spain.

During the 16th and 17th centuries Spain was a powerful world empire. Subsequent failure to embrance the mercantile and industrial revolutions caused the country looses the economic and political power. Spain remained neutral in World War I and II but suffered a devastating civil war. A peaceful transition to democracy following the death of dictator Francisco Franco in 1975, and rapid economic modernization gave Spain a dynamic and rapidly growing economy.

Nowadays, Spain is a parliamentary monarchy (King Juan Carlos).

The culture in Spain has made great representatives in the world of literatura (Miguel de Cervantes,  Lope de Vega, Juan Ramón Jiménez, Camilo José Cela  ), painting (Velazquez, Goya, Picasso, Dalí), architecture (Gaudí, Santiago Calatrava ), film (Buñuel, Pedro Almodovar, Penelope Cruz, Antonio Banderas)
The most popular sport is football (F.C.Barcelona, Real Madrid C.F.)

Websites with information about Spain:  www.spain.info, www.tourspain.org.

In Spain there are three CISV chapters: Madrid, Galicia and Barcelona

MADRID:

Madrid is the capital city of Spain, located right in the centre of the Iberian Peninsula. The city has a wide offer for tourism, culture, business and for ludic activities with excellent facilities and services.
Weather: Cold winters (0-15º) and hot summer (18-35º)
Airport: Madrid Barajas (MAD)

www.madrid.org; www.munimadrid.es; www.turismomadrid.es
GALICIA: 

It’s an autonomous community located in the north-western corner of Spain. a region of vast green landscapes with a rich Celtic and Roman heritage. It’s capital city, Santiago de Compostela, welcomes thousands of pilgrims every year. The city's cathedral is the destination of a famous medieval pilgrimage route, the Way of St James.
The climate is oceanic, very rainy but soft (5-15º in winter and 15-27º in summer)

Santiago's population is around 100.000. Other cities are La Coruña (250.000) and Vigo (280.000)

Airports: Santiago de Compostela (SCQ), La Coruña (LCG), Vigo (VGO).

www.turgalicia.es; www.santiagoturismo.com; www.turismocoruna.com
BARCELONA:

It’s the second largest city in Spain and the capital of the autonomous community of Catalonia, in the north eastern corner of the country. The city is located by the Mediterranean Sea and next to the Pyrenees mountains, enjoying the benefits of the sea and the mountain.

Barcelona and the surrounding areas can be an excellent beach destination; it enjoys a mild climate throughout the year, with an average temperature of 10ºC in winter and 25ºC in the summer.

Airports: Barcelona (BCN), Girona (GRO)
www.bcn.es; www.conocerbarcelona.com; www.barcelonaturisme.com
