IPP Hallig Hooge 2007

Project summary IPP 'Ecology vs. Economy – challenge or opportunity?'

Hallig Hooge, a very tiny 'island' in the North Sea, was the perfect place to discuss this IPP's topic as hundreds of day tourists from the main land visit the Hallig every day, which, in contrast, is surrounded by the Wadden Sea national park. The Hallig therefore provided an everyday experience of some kind of economy alongside the experience of the beauty of the national park. 

For the practical part of the IPP, we worked alongside with our partner organisation, the Schutzstation Wattenmeer, an organisation which supports the National Park. Our group consisted of 22 participants (age 19-65 years) from Germany, Japan, USA, Italy, Brazil, Germany and 5 german staffs.

The IPP group supported the partner organisation with different projects. During low tide, for instance, participants together with staff from the Schutzstation went to a big sand bank off shore of Hooge to collect seashells and mussels. Those were needed for the educational programme of the Schutzstation. Also, the wildlife and nature of the Wadden Sea was monitored to observe how it changes over the years. On the other hand side, the Schutzstation Wattenmeer was supported with several projects which provided them with better working conditions. Therefore a shed for their bicyles as well as benches for the visitors of their museum were built. We also did pavement work in the backyard of the house which now enables physically challenged people to enter the house also from the back entrance. Then, a new garden with salt flowers (unique of the Hallig's ecosystem) was built to display it to the tourists. Apart from that we had a school class visiting for one day to learn about the ideas of the IPP, the work of the Schutzstation as well as the idea of CISV.

On the financial aspect:

We were able to fund enough external money to be able to cover all expenses of this IPP, which could be seen as a sequel to IPP Wattenmeer in 2005.

