Name of session: Theme Development
Introduction
During this session the participants will understand the importance of the theme in Youth Meeting. The development of the theme is the most important element of this activity. 

This session can be done to staff, leaders and participants 16-18, and 19 up. Also it can be done with the hosting chapter members. 

Goal of the session
Know how to choose and develop a theme for the Youth Meeting. 

Specific objectives/learning points

· Understand the importance of the theme in Youth Meeting, that different it from others CISV programmes.  

· Know how to choose a theme considering the length and the age of the participants. 
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The approach, theory or model
The model developed within CISV to help in the process of selecting themes is the CISV Education Circle (see appendix 1).

Suggested timeline and activities

Time: One hour and a half. 
Space: Indoors / Outdoors 
Materials: Copies of the appendix 1 and 2 (one for each group), pencils and papers. 

Steps

	What to do…in detail
	Time

	Step 1: Divide the group into small groups (5 persons maximum) and tell them that they will be the staff of an Youth Meeting camp. 
	3 minutes

	Step 2: Assign to each group an age range (12-13 and 14-15). 
	3 minutes. 

	Step 3: Tell to the participants that from the general theme (the annual general theme) they need to choose a sub-theme according to the age range. Give to each group a copy of appendix 1. 
	15 minutes. 

	Step 4: Tell to the participants to develop the theme according to the appendix 2. With this form they will think in detail the theme. They should fill up this form. Tell them to not stress if they don’t fill it all.
	25 minutes.

	Step 5: Each group have 3 minutes to explain their theme to the whole group. 
	15 minutes.

	Step 6: The facilitator will do a debriefing using the following questions: 

· Which was the procedure you used to develop your specific sub theme? Was it easy to choose it? 
· How would you present the sub theme in a creative way in the pre-camp?
· Do you think is important for the participants to arrive prepared to the camp?

· Did the questionnaire help you in developing the theme? 
	24 minutes


Handouts

Youth Meeting Guide

Youth Meeting Theme Pack

Creator

Alice Beccaro (a.beccaro@it.cisv.org)

Ana Maria Buriticá  mailto:(a.buritica@co.cisv.org)
Training Tips


Remind to the participants that Youth Meeting Committee choose every year a different general theme for the camps. In each camp the Staff should make it more specific. 


“For a camp to be successful, it needs a really defined development of the theme”.


“The development of the theme is really important cause it helps the camp to have a starting and arriving point, to have a clear direction where the camp with is going and of course to structure the camp”.
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